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A visual taxonomy of magic, sorcery, —

and early belief in South India.
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THE ANATOMY OF MAGIC: LAWS AND TAXONOMY

THE TAXONOMY OF MAGICAL THOUGHT

& AGRICULTURE:
Mimis ploughing
ceremonies to
ensure crop growth.

MARRIAGE:

Sowing seeds or
Iantmq milk posts
r fertility.

CHILDBIRTH:

| Mantras and ritual
' washing to secure
the infant's future.

POSITIVE MAGIC
(SORCERY)

Active rites or “charma”
performed to produce a
desired, positive result.
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THE TWO LAWS OF SYMPATHETIC MAGIC NEGATIVE MAGIC

(TABOO)

Prohibitions or “positive precepts”
designed to avoid or prevent
specific negative outcomes.

THEORETICAL MAGIC

Pseudo-Science

Magic acts as a
“Pseudo-Science” in theory.

PRACTICAL MAGIC
Pseudo-Art

Magic acts as a
“Pseudo-Art” in practice.
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THE LAW OF SIMILARITY

Based on the pr|nC|pIe like
produces like," where an

THE LAW OF CONTIGUITY

= ¢
effect resembles its cause. BE“EVE |N The belief that things once
SYMPATHETIC in contact continue to
MAGIC affect one another.

Ancient texts suggest
four-fifths of mansind
once operated under
these associative
principles.



The Unscientific Mind

The Origins
of Belief

Without the scientific
framework to dismiss
impossible causes, early
humans could not
distinguish between a
random coincidence
and an actual physical
effect. This cognitive
blurring gave birth to
magical thinking.

Subjective

Notion
(The Internal Mind)

.}//-

Objective

Reality
(The External World)

The Primitive
Mental Habit

“Primitive man cannot
distinguish between the
natural and supernatural...
He regards the creations
of his own imaginations
in the same way in which
he perceives objects in
the external world.”




The Foundation of Belief
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Theoretical
| Magic as a pseudo-Science

/

Practical

Magic as a pseudo-Art

Positive Magic

SORCERY

Do this in order that so and
so may happen.

|

Negative Magic

(e.g., Charms)

Nk

TABOO

Do not do so lest so and so
may happen.

(e.g., Prohibitions)
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The Laws of Sympathetic Magic

Homoeopathic (Imitative) Magic Contagious Magic
Governing The Law of Similarity (‘Like produces | Governing The Law of Contiguity.
Principle like'). Principle e
Mental An effect perfectly resembles its Mental Things once united remain
Association cause. Association connected forever.
The Acting out the desired result on an Manipulating a severed piece of a

The Mechanism

Mechanism image or physical substitute. person to affect the whole.
/ Regional » Malabar Jonakan Mappillas driving | Regional e Spells cast over the measured
| Examples 21 pegs into earth dolls gathered | Examples footprints of enemies.

from graves. * Burying quartz glass in a victim’s

| /  Nayar girls planting jasmine shoots reclining body mark.

\ | to mimic human fertility. e Manipulating stolen hair clippings

e Telugu bridegrooms mimicking or nail parings.

the act of ploughing.
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Operating solely in the aural sphere.
The strict recital of divinely inspired
Vedic texts, prayers, or invocations.
Used to command, persuade, cajole, or
threaten personified hostile forces.

o - The Dual Rite
/ The Oral Rite
(a1g)
Mantrams T
(Words of Power)

The Anatomy of a Maglcal Act

The Manual Rite |

ey

Yantrams & Actions
(Physical Materials)

Operating solely in the material sphere.
The mechanical employment of images,
talismans, and physical performances
(such as burying inscribed lead plates)
to trap or repel spirits.
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The Mechanics of Transference:

A Fertility Rite

Step 4: The Anchor
(Consequence)

She leans against a mango tree
cutting, which is then planted in
in the soil.

[Note: If the cutting fails to strike root,
the child is doomed to adversity.]

(Transference)

/ Step 3: The Consumption
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As she enters the house, the woman
drinks tamarind juice poured specifically
through her husband'’s hands.

)

Step 1: The Binding ————
(Action) -
The pregnant woman goes to the

root of a tamarind tree and entwines
it with a seven-yard thread.

[Note: If the thread breaks, it is
believed the child will die.]

Step 2: The Harvest
(Gathering)
The next day, the thread is unwound,

and the husband gathers a handful of
tamarind leaves.



The Invisible Bond of Contagion

Contagious magic depends upon the notion that things which have been
united remain in such a sympathetic relation that whatever is done to

one must affect the other, regardless of distance.

The Sympathetic Cord

Case Study [: The Hill Tribes

Measuring a foot-print. Sorcerers resort to
measuring the exact footprint of an enemy and
muttering a spell over it to cause direct, distant
injury to the victim.

Case Study II: The Crow’s Nest

Taking a crow’s nest from a margosa tree,
burying it in a cremation ground, and throwing
the ashes into an enemy's house to cause it to
instantly catch fire.
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The Greater Deities

(The Benevolent & Fierce)

Disease Demons

(The Malevolent)

Mischievous Imps

(The Poltergeists)

Gods such as Kali, Siva, and Bhagavathi. Grand,

cosmic forces of creation and destruction that can

possess humans and require elaborate ritual blood =
sacrifices and massive temple festivals. .\ /
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Nameless entities responsible for plagues,
cholera, and smallpox. They demand
periodical offerings and strict propitiation. |
Oracles (Velichapads) must act as
intermediaries to negotiate with them. X

Examples include the Kuttichathan.
Low-level entities that oppress and
harass but rarely injure. They can

be defeated by or commanded
through basic sorcery.



Case Study: The Kuttichathan Imp

The invisible sentry and poltergeist of Malabar demonology.

Appearance: A well-nourished twelve-year-old boy bearing a distinct forelock.

’ Nature: Highly mischievous. Acts as an “active body and most willing
slave” to masters who control him, akin to Shakespeare’s Ariel.

P

Modus Operandi: Invisibly throws stones, ignites victims' clothes, turns fresh food
into ordure, and transforms beds into thorns.

o

Crucial Limitation: Despite the agonizing mischief, Kuttichathan does no serious
physical harm. He oppresses and harasses, but never
permanently injures.

Utility: Functions as the ultimate property guard. Thieves dare not steal
from homes guarded by this imp. He demands to be remunerated
L\ . only with food.
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Intermediaries of the Unseen

The Velichapad

(The Oracle of Frenzy)

Role:

\
\* Method:
L

~ Action:

// i

Intercessor during severe
epidemics (smallpox, cholera).

Wears a new cloth, legs girt with
heavy bells, holding a sword. Works
himself into a violent convulsive
shiver and physical trance.

Utters disjointed, frantic sentences

believed to be the direct,
undeniable commands of the
in-dwelling goddess.

(The Oracle of Calculation)

Role:

Method:

Action:

The Kaniyan

Professional diviner and astrologer
of Malabar and Cochin. X

foretells mathematically lucky days

Casts precise horoscopes and /*

and hours. Indispensable for all
domestic events (sowing seeds, /
marriages, shaving heads).

The justice of his mathematical
divinations 'nobody can dispute’. He
calculates precise structural rules to

avert impending calamities.

/D

N

/—

S



Defensive Magic: Guarding the Orifices

The Theory: Jewels and precious metals were

originally prophylactic (protective) technologies
long before they became ornamental.
Their primary, mechanical purpose was
to physically block and guard the bodily
orifices exposed to the entry of evil spirits.

[ron Objects

« Used by Northern Indian women
strictly to prevent spiritual burglary.

« Sickles are carried by confined
women to the bath or river to ward
off opportunistic spirits.

Wood & Seeds

« Varana tree wood destroys
enemies.

« Rudraksha beads physically
secure the protection of Siva.

Metals & Stones

« Coralis utilized to ward off the
evil influences of the Sun.

» Jade is worn to mechanically
divert lightning strikes.




Anatomy of a Yantram (The Spirit Trap)

The Medium:

Drawn strictly on thin plates of
gold, silver, copper, or lead.
Lead is favoured as it lasts for a
century.

The Geometry:

= - Lea] = Intersecting triangles (Solomon's
S e —CSir : s

S Soe - seal) symbolize the trinity, fire,

spirit, and the material world. An

upward apex indicates good; an

inverted apex indicates evil.

The Bijas (Mystic Syllables):
Inscribed letters denoting root
syllables (moola). Examples:

a'm (Siva), hrim (the sun), lam
(the Earth).
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The Deployment:
After inscription, these plates
are tightly rolled, tied

physically to the body, or
buried underground to possess
latent forces and vibrate to the
ether.




The Evolution of Belief (Frazer's Theory)

MAGIC

The Age of Coercion

RELIGION

The Age of Propitiation

Arrogance and Confidence.
Hufnan _ Man firmly believed he could
Attitude: control nature directly.

Human Helplesspess a.nd Submission.
: . Man realised his own weakness
Attitude: in the face of nature.

Method of Coercion. Forcing spirits to obey
through mechanical spells,

Influence: intimidation, and exact formulas.

Propitiation and conciliation.
Method of | Pleading with superior, conscious

Influence: powers (Gods) through prayer
and sacrifice.

The A primitive man'’s science.
. _ Operates independently of Gods,
Paradigm: | relying on strict physical laws.

The Invented purely because magic
. . failed. Relegated magic to the
Paradigm: 'low level of the black art’.




The Amalgamation of Rites

The historical transition

from Magic to Religion was

not clean. Instead, they fused
and became “interwoven /
inextricably together”.

Magic /
Coercion
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~ The Magician Priest: “The Brahman would seem O——
to have been a magician before he was a priest.”
The sacrifice itself had all the characteristics of

| / . effective magic—producing results by its own
\ / energy, independently of the Gods.

Vedic Ritual

Religion / .‘
Propitiation ~ \
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~ -O The Vedic Proof: In ancient India, sacrificial
é ~_ ceremonies were full of primitive magic.

/~ Vedic texts were utterly saturated with
/ / mechanical magical practices.
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The Unlikely Mother of Science

Religion > Science

Throughout history, magic appears illogical. But structurally, it was humanity’s very
first attempt to establish cause-and-effect in the universe. It was the first time man t
ried to control reality through observable, mechanical rules rather than surrendering to
random chaos. random chaos.

If black art has done much evil, it has also been the
source of much good, the mother of freedom and
truth. It has paved the way for science. X
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